Hepatic hydrothorax in the absence of ascites: respiratory failure in a cirrhotic patient.
The frequency of hepatic hydrothorax in cirrhotic patients is reported to be approximately 5%. The pleural effusion is predominantly right-sided (85% of cases) but may be bilateral. Although most often accompanied by significant ascites, it can occur in its absence. We report a case of a right-sided acute hepatic hydrothorax as a result of residual motor blockade during anesthesia recovery and without previous evidence of clinical ascites. This complication should be considered by the anesthesiologist in every cirrhotic patient, with or without clinical evidence of ascites.